
Story 1: A white Heron

Post your comments on "A White Heron" here.

I asked you to pay attention to the symbolism in the story--how did you make out?

Names are also important.  A "sylph" is a wood nymph; "sylvan" means wooded.  Notice how comfortable Sylvia is in the woods.  This sentence always stands out to me:

Sylvia stood still and waited, letting her bare feet cool themselves in the shoal water, while the great twilight moths struck softly against her.
Notice how peaceful the setting is--and then think about it.  Moths are striking against her.  Is that really a comfortable sensation for most of us?  
How about the ending?  Is Silvie happy with her choice?  Defend your response, and THINK before you respond.  It's a good idea to re-read that last paragraph before you post your thoughts.
Story 2: Gusev

Post your comments about "Gusev" here.

One of the things that interests me about this story is how, even though Gusev himself is actually stuck in one setting for most of the story (until he exits the ship), we as readers are not--he takes us to the snow of his home in his dreams.

Do you have any thoughts on the setting for this story?

In his commentary, Bausch discusses the changing point of view of the story.  Why is the change in point of view necessary?  What do you make of Bausch's suggestion that at the end, the point of view moves "like a movie camera backing away to an enormous distance"?  Does this change the nature of the setting?

Story 3: The Managment of Grief

Mukherjee, Interview and "The Management of Grief"
COLLAPSE
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Post your comments about Mukherjee's story here.  Focus on setting:  certain plot elements happen in certain countries--any thoughts on why?

As you could tell from reading, Mukherjee rejected Minimalism--undoubtedly in part because she could not rely on archetypes to tell her stories.

One of the challenges for me in reading this story is the use of the present tense, rather than the traditional past tense, to tell the story.  Did you notice the verb tense while you were reading?
Comments?

Task: Answer the questions that are highlighted. Answer the question by not repeating what the story is talking about but your opinión on what you get from the story.

